Name:_____________________

Poetry:  Meter

Meter is the repetition of a regular rhythmic unit in a line of poetry.  Each unit is known as a foot.
There are four basic types of metrical feet:

1. Iamb: ____________________________________________________________
2. Trochee: __________________________________________________________

3. Anapest: __________________________________________________________
4. Dactylic: __________________________________________________________

Two words are used to describe the meter of a line.  The first word identifies the type of foot- iambic, trochaic, anapestic, or dactylic- and the second word indicates the number of feet in a line:  monometer (one foot), dimeter (two feet), trimeter (three feet), tetrameter (four feet), and pentameter (five feet), hexameter (six feet), and so forth.

Write out what each line looks like.  How many syllables in each line?
1. Trochaic dimeter: _________________________________________________

2.  Iambic trimeter: ___________________________________________________

3. Dactylic tetrameter: ________________________________________________

4. Anapestic monometer: ______________________________________________

Look at the following line from Dr. Seuss’ Green Eggs and Ham.  What is the meter?
I do not like them in a box.

I do not like them with a fox.

I do not like them in a house.

I do not like them with a mouse.

I do not like them here or there.

I do not like them anywhere.

I do not like green eggs and ham.

I do not like them, Sam-I-am.

Look at the following line from “Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day” by William Shakespeare.  What is the meter?

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

Blank verse:  Unrhymed lines of iambic pentameter

You tell me not, for I have heard it all.
Here’s much to do with hate but more with love.
