Career Composition Tuesdays with Morrie
Aphorism Essay
“Be compassionate…and take responsibility for each other. If we only learned those lessons, this world would be so much better a place” (Albom 163).
You have just finished reading Tuesdays with Morrie, a personal memoir about Mitch Albom’s final course on life with his dying professor, Morrie Schwartz.  Through this book, Albom is able to catalogue the remarkable personal philosophies of Morrie.  For this essay, you are going to identify and discuss ONE aphorism from the memoir.  In the first body paragraph, you need to discuss what the aphorism means, why it matters, and why is it significant in terms of Morrie’s purpose or desire to teach people how to live through dying.  In the second paragraph, you need to address:  how does the quote apply to your own life, present and/or future?
The Process:

· Brainstorm a list of Morrie’s aphorisms

· Group these aphorisms into general topics (see chapter titles for guidance)

· Select ONE aphorism to analyze in your essay.
· Work on your outline (posted in Google Classroom), and complete it.  Submit it into Google Classroom.
· Write your essay, print it, and have it peer revised.
· Submit final draft into turnitin.com.

The Requirements:

· Write a four-paragraph essay (introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion) analyzing ONE aphorisms presented in the book, Tuesdays with Morrie.
· Follow MLA format.
· Follow standard grammatical and mechanical conventions.
Due Dates:

Draft 1:  _________________________  (Please bring a printed copy).


Final Draft: _______________________ (Submit into turnitin.com)

Brainstorming: (The Table of Contents will help you here).
What does Morrie believe?  Use the chapter topics for guidance and jot down any aphorisms that you can remember.

The World:

Feeling Sorry for Yourself:

Regrets:

Death:

Family:

Emotions:

Fear of Aging:

Money:

Love:

Money:

Marriage:

Our Culture:

Forgiveness:

Essay Outline:

Introduction Paragraph

· Hook or attention grabber (relevant quote, reaction to memoir, discuss relevant topic)
· Background about the novel (characters, setting, conflict) (3-5 sentences) *Make sure that you include the title and author in the first or second sentence of the essay.

· Thesis statement (Aphorism + Meaning + Relation to Morrie’s Life and Your Life). 

· EX:  One of Morrie’s most profound aphorisms is ________________________; his philosophy about life ……..

Body Paragraph 1:
· Explain what the aphorism means and why he says it. 

· Explain why the aphorism matters to Morrie and his life.

· You need to include at least TWO quotes from the novel in this paragraph to support your ideas. Please make sure you cite it as follows: (Albom #).  Also, make sure that you analyze its significance.
Body Paragraph 2:

· Explain why the aphorism matters in your life.
· You need to use TWO SPECIFIC PERSONAL EXAMPLES in this paragraph to support your ideas.  

Conclusion:

· Restate thesis- reinforce

· Sum up main ideas

· Universal idea:  What can we learn from the book and Morrie’s aphorism?

