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12th Grade AVID Elective Class 

AVID 4 Course Syllabus

Mrs. Hedegard
Room H-4

lhedegard@eduhsd.net
(530) 677-2281 ext. 2266

Website:  hedegardphsweebly.com

Major Concepts/Content: Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is an academic elective course that prepares students for college readiness and success, and it is scheduled during the regular school day as a year‐long course. Each week, students receive instruction utilizing a rigorous college preparatory curriculum provided by AVID Center, tutor‐facilitated study groups, motivational activities, and academic survival skills. The course emphasizes rhetorical reading, analytical writing, collaborative discussion strategies, tutorial inquiry study groups, preparation for college entrance and placement exams, college study skills and test‐taking strategies, note‐taking, and research.

The AVID Elective 12th grade course is the second part in a junior/senior seminar course that focuses on writing and critical thinking expected of first‐ and second‐year college students. This course continues around the theme of “Leadership as a Catalyst for Change in Society.” Students will complete a final research essay project from research conducted in their junior year in AVID. In addition to the academic focus of the AVID senior seminar, there are college‐bound activities, methodologies and tasks that should be achieved during the senior year that support students as they apply to four‐year universities and confirm their postsecondary plans. All AVID seniors are required to develop and present a portfolio representing their years of work in the AVID program, as well as complete the requirements for the seminar course.


Course Materials:  The following materials are required in class every day.  

· Good quality three-ring binder- 3” binder

· Colored tab subject dividers to separate classes, including AVID elective

· Colored tab dividers for AVID elective:  Notes, Handouts, Returned Assignments
· Zipper pouch to store supplies (three-hole punched)

· Two or more pens

· Two or more pencils

· One or more highlighter

· Notebook paper (You may use Cornell note style templates)

· Daily Planner/calendar to keep track of assignments (Use the one provided until the school provides you with a planner).

· Tutorial Request Forms

*If a student is unable to purchase his or her own classroom materials, he or she may check them out from the instructor prior to the due date.  All supplies checked out must be returned at the end of the school year.

Expectations for AVID 4 Students:

· Complete A-G requirements.

· Maintain a minimum of a 2.0 GPA.

· Participate in ACT/SAT Preparation Activities.
· Retake ACT/SAT if needed.

· Participate in College Exploration.

· Complete AVID 4 College Preparation Activities:  essay writing, research, letters of recommendation, etc.

· Apply to at least one four-year university.  However, applying to five schools is recommended.

· Apply for FAFSA/Scholarships.  Students must research and apply for one scholarship in September and then two every month until March.

· Complete ten hours of community service. 

· Serve as positive role models in the classroom and on campus.
Evaluation: Final grades will be weighted by the following categories:
Binder Checks: 
· Binders will be checked and graded in the AVID class weekly.  They will be graded for organization, Cornell notes, materials & supplies, a completed daily planner, etc. If you are absent for Binder Check due to illness, you may request a Binder Check on the day you return.  Additional binder checks may randomly occur throughout the year, so binders must be organized at all times. The expectations for your binder checks will increase as the school year progresses.
Class Work, Homework, & Projects: 
· Class work and homework assignments are designed to help students to develop personally and academically and to ultimately prepare them for college and a career.  

· There will be numerous individual and group projects each semester.

· The AVID 4 assignments are designed to help students reach their goal of attending a four-year university:  researching college and college applications, refining essays, applying for scholarships on a monthly basis, researching financial aid options, etc.
Tutorial: 

· Students will be graded on each tutorial session.  Students earn points for their questions, participation, and reflection during the tutorial process. Since tutorials are a collaborative effort, students must be present and participate to receive credit. During the senior year, students will shift from Tutorials to Collaborative Study Groups to mock the types of support that they will utilize at the university.  
· Students who are absent due to illness may make up points by taking Cornell notes, which must be received within five days of the missed tutorial date.
Participation:
· Students will maintain satisfactory attendance in the AVID elective, as well as other courses.

· Students will be active learners:  they will be prepared for class with all assigned work completed, students will take Cornell notes, and students will be active participants in all activities.

Grading Scale:  Final grades will be assigned as follows: 

100% - 90% = A (Advanced Mastery)


89%   - 80% = B (Proficient Mastery)   

79%   - 70% = C (Basic Mastery)

69%   - 60% = D (Approaching Mastery) 

Below 60%  = F (No mastery)

*AVID students are expected to uphold a minimum of a 2.0 GPA.


Cut and return to school


I have read and understand the requirements for the 12th Grade AVID Elective.

Student Name _______________________________________________________   Period ________

Student Signature____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________________    Date ___/___/___
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AVID 12 Focus Areas:


Educational Resumes


College Research


ACT/SAT Preparation


College Applications


Refining Writing Skills – College Application Essay


FAFSA, Financial Aid, and Scholarships


Tutorials/Collaborative Study Groups


Community Service


Fundraising


College Concerns and Planning


Career Research


Portfolios








AVID Elective Standards:  The 12th Grade AVID Elective Standards are categorized by the following domains:


Character Development 


Communication 


Writing 


Inquiry 


Collaboration 


 Organization 


Reading 


College Preparedness











