Name: _________________________________ Date: ______________________ Hour: _____________

During Reading Responses and Activities for Tuesdays with Morrie
Directions: Please respond to all of the following reading responses and/or activities. 

Chapter: "The Syllabus" 
In this section, Morrie makes a decision to share his "secret" with his last class in 1994. 

What is the "secret" Morrie decides to share? 

Why do you think Morrie makes the decision to share this part of his life? 

In your opinion, is the decision a good or bad one? Why? 

Morrie, his students, and his friends participate in his "living funeral." Give details about Morrie's funeral. 

Chapter: "The Student" 
What did Mitch originally want to do with is life and what did he do instead?

How did Mitch respond to his uncle’s death? Describe how Mitch lived his life after his uncle’s death.
Chapter: "The Audiovisual" 
How does Mitch discover Morrie is ill?

Go to your computer and find out some facts about Ted Koppel. (Web Search)
His occupation ________________________________________________________________________

Show he hosted _______________________________________________________________________ 

Length of time hosting show ____________________________________________________________ 

Some guests he interviewed ____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was Ted Koppel so influential as a news anchor?

How did Morrie "turn the tables" on Ted? 

What does that say about the kind of person Morrie was?

Chapter: "The Orientation"
According to Mitch, what had he become best at doing?

Why do you think we choose to make such decisions even though we seem to know the “better choice?”

When Mitch first knew Morrie, what nicknames did Morrie and Mitch use for each other? What did the nicknames indicate about their relationship?

Have you ever experienced a relationship like the one Mitch and Morrie had with a teacher, coach, or older person? Explain the connection and how it was made.
Chapter: "The Classroom" 
Why does Mitch ask himself, “What happened to me?” What does Mitch realize had happened to him?

According to Morrie, what should we be teaching in the classroom called “life?” Do you agree with him? Why or why not?

Reflect on Morrie’s comment, “Dying…is the only thing to be sad over, Mitch. Living unhappily is something else.”

Make a list of things that make you happy.

The "Coach" claims that ''we are teaching the wrong things." 

According to Morrie, what are the "wrong" things we are teaching? Why are they wrong? Would you agree with Morrie that society has it all wrong?
What would Morrie consider the right things to teach? Do you find value in the things he said we should learn?  Why/why not?
Chapter: "Taking Attendance" 
In their first meeting, Morrie had said that our culture “does not make people feel good about themselves.” Instead of buying into the culture, Morrie rejected popular culture and developed his own culture. What things were important in the culture Morrie developed? 

What things are important things were included in Mitch’s culture?

After brainstorming Morrie and Mitch’s cultures, use the following blank page for a collage of pictures that reflect your life and illustrate Morrie's point.  If you do not blend with society’s culture, show the separation that exists.  If your society blends with society’s culture, mesh the pictures together. 

You need 8 pictures that represent your culture and 8 that represent society’s culture.

Brainstorm ideas that express the your “culture.” What makes up your life?

Brainstorm ideas that express society’s “culture.” What types of things make up society’s culture?

How does your culture differ from society’s culture?
COLLAGE:

Chapter: "The Second Tuesday/We Talk About Feeling Sorry for Yourself" 
What is Morrie’s perspective on self-pity? In what ways do you agree or disagree with Morrie’s perspective?

What does Morrie say in this chapter about society and compassion? Why do you think society lacks compassion?

Take a look at a newspaper and record the date in the space below. Look through several pages of the paper and record, on this page, several of the headlines. Also, read at least three of the stories. 

Newspaper Title:
Newspaper Date: 

Headline #1: 

Explanation of how this story proves Morrie’s point:

Headline #2: 

Explanation of how this story proves Morrie’s point:

Headline #3: 

Explanation of how this story proves Morrie’s point:

Headline #4: 

Explanation of how this story proves Morrie’s point:

Headline #5:

Explanation of how this story proves Morrie’s point:

Summarize one of the stories – provide the who, what, when, where, why, and how of the story.

Chapter: "The Professor" 
In this section, a character named Eva is introduced. 

Who is she? 

What does she value? 

How does she influence Morrie's life? 

Who is the Eva in your home? Why is she your Eva? 

What are the signs that education is valued in your household? (For example, what books are on your bookshelves? Who oversees your homework?) 
What is your view on education?  Do you see value in high school learning?  Explain your response with specifics.

Chapter: "The Fourth Tuesday/We Talk About Death" 
“Learn how to die, and you learn how to live.” What does this statement mean?

What point does Morrie make in this chapter about sleepwalking during your life – not literally sleepwalking? 

Do you agree with Morrie's point of view? Explain. 

Take a "Morrie test.” Imagine yourself walking from school to your house. What do you notice that you have never noticed before (architecture, stores, people, sounds, smells, etc.)? 
In going through your own “Morrie test,” what do you notice about how you go through your life? 

Chapter: "The Fifth Tuesday/We Talk About Family" 
How is Morrie’s family important to him?

According to Morrie, why is family important? 

In what ways is your family important to you? Give at least five specific reasons.

Chapter: "The Sixth Tuesday/We Talk About Emotions" 
As you read this chapter, you probably felt a range of emotions, from love and peace to fear, loneliness, and sadness. 
Draw a picture (words and images) of one of the emotions you felt while reading. Include a quotation from the book for a caption. 
Quote from text with page number:

EMOTION DRAWING 

Mitch thought Morrie was "stuck in the 60's." 

What did he mean by this statement? 

Do a web search and fill in the following chart about the 60's. 
Based on your research, what are the three things you find most interesting and why?

The 1960's 

	Popular songs 

	Popular TV shows 

	Movies 

	Well-known people 

	Political events 

	How would you dress in the 60s? 


Chapter: "The Eleventh Tuesday/We Talk About Our Culture" 
What does Morrie mean by, “People are only mean when they’re threatened…and that’s what our culture does.” Explain how you find this statement to be true.

What are Morrie's views on the predominant culture in this country? 

Find a newspaper article that supports his views. Tape the article on this page and explain the connection between Morrie's views and the article. 

Morrie’s connection to article:

How in your life have you created a subculture of your own? 

Chapter: "The Twelfth Tuesday/We Talk About Forgiveness" 
What is Morrie’s concept of forgiveness?

How can you apply Morrie’s concept of forgiveness to yourself?


What does Morrie mean by “the tension of opposites?”
Chapter: "The Thirteenth Tuesday/We Talk About the Perfect Day" 
An aphorism is a brief saying that defines the way you want to live your life. Morrie mentions many in the book. 
Create your own original aphorism that you could live by, and then link your aphorism to a little story like the one about the wave and the ocean. 

Here are three aphorisms from Morrie: 

*Love wins. Love always wins. 

*Satisfaction comes from offering others what you have to give. 

*You live on in the hearts of everyone you have touched. 

	Your Aphorism: 

Your Story:


Graduation and Conclusion:
From the impression left on you after completing the book, what are those things that make life worthwhile? Give your top FIVE and explain how they giving meaning to your life and life in general.

