Integrating Quotes into Text
Hedegard

In a literary essay, quotes from the novel, play, or poem will be the concrete details that support your topic sentences in your body paragraphs.  In order to incorporate quotes smoothly into your text, there are many important steps to review.

Mini-Lesson #1 Parenthetical References: You must indicate to your readers exactly what you took from each source and exactly from where you took it whenever you quote OR paraphrase. When you have multiple sources, what you write in parenthesis refers back to your Works Cited Page.  You do not need a Works Cited Page when you are only using or responding to one piece of literature.
What information do I put into a parenthetical reference?
Usually the author’s last name and page number of the work. However, when you are analyzing one piece of work, you only need to include the page number.  You should have already mentioned the title and author of the work in the first or second sentence of the paper.  The period goes outside of the parentheses!
Example:

At the conclusion of Lord of the Flies, Ralph and the other boys realize the horror of their actions: “[Ralph’s] tears began to flow and sobs shook him” (202).
*If the quotation ends with a question mark or an exclamation point, retain the original punctuation within the quotation marks and follow with the reference and the sentence period outside the quotation mark.
Example:

In Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, the doctor wonders, “How can I describe my emotions at this catastrophe, or how delineate the wretch whom with such infinite pains and care I had endeavored to form?” (42).

Mini-Lesson #2 How to Introduce Quoted Material:  there are two effective ways to do this.

1. In the “run-in quotation, the borrowed material is made an actual part of the sentence.

Example:

Richard knows early on what he wants from his life, and he knows that his dream of “going north and writing books” (151) will only happen with self motivation.
OR

Richard knows early on what he wants from his life, and he knows only self motivation will achieve his dream of “going north and writing books” (151).

2. In the “set-off” or “blocked” style, the quotation is set off from the writer’s text:
Example:

At the conclusion of Lord of the Flies, Ralph and the other boys realize the horror of their action: “[T]he other little boys began to shake and sob too.  And in the middle of them, with filthy body, matted hair, and unwiped nose, Ralph wept for the end of innocence …” (202).
Mini-Lesson #3 Using Brackets:  If you need to change or add words within a quotation in order to clarify the situation or to make the quoted material fit smoothly into your sentence, put the changed material in square brackets.

Example:

Original text: “Beside the pool his sinewy body held up a mask that drew their eyes and appalled them.  He began to dance and his laughter became a bloodthirsty snarling” (64).

Using brackets:  In the novel, William Golding illustrates the effect the mask has on the boys: “Beside the pool his sinewy body held up a mask that drew [the boys’] eyes and appalled them.  [Jack] began to dance and his laughter became a bloodthirsty snarling” (64).
Crooks is the target of racism in the book: “‘They say I stink’” (43).

