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The Conch and the Scar
Symbolism: when an object represents a concept or idea.  There are many symbols in Lord of the Flies, but two main symbols are introduced in Chapter 1: the conch and the scar.  This activity will help you notice details about these symbols that you may have overlooked during your first reading.  When it is time to analyze the meaning of these symbols, referring to this chart will prove useful.
Directions: As a group, re-read the pages you have been assigned and write down everything you can find about either the conch or the scar.  Include page numbers for easy reference.  (Note: some sections may only mention one symbol.)  Afterwards, your group will share your findings with the class.  Be sure to add the information you learn from other groups to your own chart!  

	Details about the conch
	Details about the scar

	
	Example:  “Beyond falls and cliffs there was a gash visible in the trees” (29).



	Predict: What do you think the conch symbolizes?
	Predict: What do you think the scar symbolizes?

	
	


Death and Destruction
A theme is a general concept or idea that recurs within a text.  When an author gives certain topics, such as death and destruction, a prominent place in a story, the author generally intends for the reader to carefully think about those topics.  

Directions: Together with a partner, complete the chart below to jump-start your analysis of the topics, death and destruction.
	Examples of death or destruction in the story:
	Analysis: Why do you think the author includes each particular example?

	Example: Their plane was attacked, which forces the pilot to land on the island.


	Example: By starting the story with an attack, it sets the mood for violence throughout the novel.


