Before You Read

The Sword in the Stone -Sir Thomas Malory

Who was Sir Thomas Malory?

· English author who wrote Le Morte d Arthur

· He was knighted in 1442 and served in the Parliament

in 1445

· Apparently he was a violent man who committed

many crimes, including robbery and murder/pleaded

innocent to all charges and could have been framed

· Spent most of his life in prison (last twenty years of

his life)- did most of his writing there

· Original work was called The Book of King Arthur but

was printed after his death in 1485 with the title Le Morte

d 'Arthur

Why was he interested in King Arthur?

· The 12th century world of chivalrous knights was as

foreign to Malory as it into us today.

· English political and social life was in a turbulent state

at the time of Malory's life/no amount of chivalry

seemed likely to cure

· Malory yearned for a return to chivalry, a simpler way

of life with established codes of behavior

· Might have been trying to create a romantic escape

from the realities of his life.

