“Pyramus and Thisbe” –Ovid (Roman poet)
Biographical Information:

· Born 43 B.C. and died in A.D. 17

· Ovid’s father was determined to see him become a public official in the Roman Empire.

· Ovid was sent to Rome to study law, but instead of studying, he focused on writing poetry.

· Poetry became popular in Roman society

A Grim End

· Before Metamorphoses was published, Ovid was exiled from Rome to a desolate fishing village.
· The reason is unknown
· He wrote many poems while in exile begging for permission to return home
· Ovid died in exile.
A Lasting Legacy

· The myth “Pyramus and Thisbe” is taken from the Metamorphoses, Ovid’s masterpiece

· It is a narrative poem that retells many of the most important myths from Ancient Greece and Rome

· Ovid retold myths in creative ways and strengthened the structure

*AS
YOU READ THE MYTH, NOTICE SIMILARITIES TO ROMEO AND JULIET.  

*A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM IS A PARODY OF THE MYTH.

