The Joy Luck Club

Student Activity 1: Research 
Introductory Activity

This activity is designed to provide geographical information on China as you read the novel, The Joy Luck Club.  This activity will provide valuable understanding about some of China’s geographical areas, populations, traditions, etc.
Step #1:  Log into the library’s database, Country Reports.  Write down at least one fact about each of the following categories:

1.  Population

2. Language

3. Religion

4. General Attitudes 

5. Personal Appearance

6. Family

7. Housing

8. Diet

9. Government

10. Education Health

Step #2:  Print off a map of China and highlight the following geographical locations.  Print map and attach to packet. Some spellings may be slightly different.
1. Kweilin (Guilin)                               

6.  The Fen River       
 
2. Chungking (Chongking)



7.  Peking (Beijing)

3. Shanghai





8.  Hong Kong

4. Burma (neighboring country)


9.  Hangzhou

5. Nanking





10.  Ningbo
Step #3:  Research the following topics from credible websites on the Internet and paraphrase the information that you learn.  You may bullet point notes.
1. On which continent is China located?
2. List the eleven countries which border China.
3. What is the capital of China?
4. List the four largest cities in China.
5. Though religion is discouraged by the government, it has played an important part in the traditional Chinese life. List three major religions of the Chinese.
6.  Infanticide in China
7. Chinese Marriages (Are there still arranged marriages?)

8. Concubines in China (What is a concubine, and what is the status of a concubine’s child in a household?)
9. Chinese Mah Jong

10. Chinese Familial Relationships and Philosophies (How are elders treated?)
11. Find out why Chinese immigrants originally came to California in the mid 1800's. 
12. For what purpose did Congress pass the Foreign Miners License Law of 1850? 
13. In California, early Chinese immigrants provided labor for many projects. Name at least 
three major projects or uses for their labor. 
14. The Chinese worked with the Irish in providing labor for which major railroad project? 
15. Once the railroad (answer to #14) was completed in 1869, the Chinese were then hired at 
$1.00 a day to build which major project along the Delta area of the Sacramento River? 
Student Activity 4: Writing an Expository Essay: The novel, The Joy Luck Club, takes place in two countries--China and the United States. The action in San Francisco, California, primarily occurs in modern-day times. The action in China, however, occurs over three periods of time: (1) when the mothers are children (somewhere around the years 1912-1920), (2) just prior to or during World War II, and (3) during modern-day times (within the past 20-30 years). While most students are familiar with United States and California history, they are not nearly as familiar with some of the events that occurred in China during World War II. By exploring information on the Internet, you will understand how the Chinese--including the mothers in the The Joy Luck Club before they immigrated to the United States--were affected by wartime occurrences.  

Use the websites listed below to find the answers to the following: 
1. Identify China's political position during World War II. 

2. Identify several ways in which people in China were mistreated by the Japanese 
during World War II. 

3. Analyze why many people--including the mothers in the novel, The Joy Luck 
Club--left China following World War II. 
Write a four paragraph expository essay which explores the difficulties of the Chinese people during World War II and speculates on two reasons why the mothers from the The Joy Luck Club left China after the war, immigrating to the United States.
 DUE: _____________*Please attach this worksheet to your essay and a Bibliography to the back.
Use the following web sites to help you follow the above directions: 

1. http://www.ucalgary.ca/~jhkeong/alpha_ww2_wu.html
2. http://www-users.cs.umn.edu/~dyue/wiihist/njmassac/purge.htm 

3. http://www.centurychina.com/wiihist/reference/index.html 

